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individuality, then an individual is produced, who corresponds
to the rules, principles, and methods of his education in what,
is possibly an ideal manner, and he is for that reason adapted
to all those situations and problems contained within the
pedagogical premises to which he has been submitted. Such
a person, however, will show himself to be insecure in all those
matters where individual judgments must be made without
recourse to well established rules. *
Collective education is indispensable and cannot be
replaced by anything else. Man lives in a collective world,
and collective forms are as definitely required as is a common
language. Under no conditions must we sacrifice the principle
of collective education for the sake of the development of
specific individuality, no matter how much we desire to
prevent valuable types of individuality from being over-
whelmed by the necessities of collective education. It must,
furthermore, be borne in mind that a specific type of
individuality is not in all circumstances to be regarded as
an asset, either to the community, or to the person concerned.
In studying the types of children who resist collective educa-
tion, we find for the most part that they are afflicted with
various kinds of inherited or acquired forms of psychic
abnormality. In this group I must also include spoiled
and demoralized children. Many such children actually
work ouf their own salvation by throwing themselves upon
the support of the normally functioning group. By thus
attaining to a certain degree of uniformity they succeed in
protecting themselves against the negative aspects of fheir
own individualities. I do not at all subscribe to the view
that fundamentally man is always good, and that evil is
merely misunderstood good. On the contrary, I am of the
opinion that there are many persons who possess inherited
traits so inferior, that it is far better both for society and for
the individuals themselves, that they forego the expression
of their individual peculiarities. In all good faith then, we
may claim that collective education is, at bottom, of
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